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A Bedford and Smith family narrative for Katharine Annie Bedford 

Althou h my  ranny Driver, Katharine Annie Bedford, died  hen    a    year  
old,   remem er her  ell.  erha   that i  due to the  hoto ra h  and  ine 
film  or, more  ro a ly, that  hen  he vi ited u , often durin  the  ummer 
holiday ,  he had the time 
to  it  ith u , tea h u  to 
 nit and to  lay under and 
around her  hair in the  un.  

 ur mother,  heila, may 
have found the vi it  
 li htly more demandin . 
 heila  ould refle t on ho  
Yor  hire  omen  ere very 
 arti ular and re ularly 
 leaned their front  te  . 
 he told the  tory of ho  
on one  tay, in the      , 
 ranny Driver   ent the 
 ee ’  hou e ee in   ith 
one vi it to the  ut her . 
 u an remem er  ironing in Silsden and being reprimanded for not pressing 
 oth  ide  of  randad’   y ama trou er ! Sheila was mortified to think 
Granny would suspect Susan had not been properly brought up! 

 ur  ranny, an infant   hool headmi tre  , mother, aunt and  randmother, 
 ertainly en oyed the  om any of  hildren.  

The  oo , A Driver and  eatherhead Family  i tory,  hare  Katharine’   tory 
 ith her hu  and Arthur on  a e  2 under the headin . 

52 •    •    •    •    •    •    •    A   u  D  v       K                , R2.  

 t  a  not a  ro riate to in lude the full narrative for Katharine. Thi  addition 
i   rovided for tho e related to Katharine Annie Bedford and  ill in lude; 

• Family tree  hart for Katharine’   aternal relation , the Bedford family. 

• Family tree  hart for Katharine’  maternal relation , the  mith family. 

• Katharine’  narrative  rior to her marria e. 

•  mith and Bedford family narrative . 

K         A              a   orn in  u on  ill, near  u on in  raven on 
the   th   to er     , the third  hild of John  mith Bedford and Fran e  Jane 
 mith.  

Kno n a  Kath  he  re  u   no in   oth her  randfather , Ben amin Bedford 
and Jame   mith,  ut neither of her  randmother  a   oth died a ed   /   
year  old. Kath’   randfather   oth remarried. Ben amin to  e  y Tem e t, 
and Jame   mith to Jane Bo omley,  ho died the year after Kath  a   orn. 
At the time of Kath’  marria e to Arthur Driver, her only livin   rand arent 
 a   e  y, her  aternal  te   randmother. 

Kath  a   orn into a lar e extended family.  he  ould have  een  no n to 
   aunt ,   un le  and, of  our e, their   ou e .  

Kath had t o older  rother ,  ri  and  ordon, a youn er  i ter, Fran e    a el, 
 no n  y her middle name, and a youn er  rother  illiam,  no n a  Bill.  t 
i  thi  family’  narrative that  ill  e  rovided fir t follo ed  y the narrative  
of Kath’   rand arent , the Bedford and  mith familie . 

Kath’   arent , John  mith Bedford and Fran e  Jane  mith, married in 
 u on in  raven,  e t Yor  hire, on 2 rd De em er     . Fran e ,  no n a  
Fanny,  a  2  year  old and livin  in  a t urn. John, 2 ,  a  a  oo  ee er at 
a mill, livin  at Beanland , hi   arent ’ home in  u on in  raven. Ten year  
 reviou ly Fanny, havin  left   hool,  a  a  eaver.  n       he  a  vi itin  
her  rother  illiam’  family in  reat  ar den near  el on.  er o  u ation 
 a   loth  eaver. Fanny’   arent  and  ome  i lin    ere livin  at     i ton 
 d in  teeton  ith  a t urn in     .  t i  a  umed that  he lived at home  ith 
her  arent , li e John,  rior to marryin . 

 ith  oth Fanny and John havin  ex erien ed the death  of their mother  at 
a youn  a e, Fanny  a  2 and John  2 year  old, they had  oth  enefi ed 
from the  u  ort of older  i lin   and  te  mother   hen  ro in  u . The 
family tree  hart  ive  an overvie  of the extended family. 

To read more a out Fanny and John’  earlier live   ee the Bedford and  mith 
narrative  later in thi   u li ation. 

 ne year after marryin , Fanny and John had their fir t  hild.  on  ri   a  
 orn in De em er    2. 

 n  ri ’   a ti m re ord the family are  ho n to  e livin  at  u on  ill. 

Kate readin  to  ranny,  handler  Ford. 

 u an, Katharine, Jane and Kate.  



  
 

 u on  ill  a  an area 
of hou in  develo ed 
for mill  or er   y the 
o ner , T   Bair to . 
A ne  mill had  een 
 uilt in     ,  o it i  
li ely that John  a  
 or in  for Bairto ’  
 ill a  a  oo  ee er, 
 o  i ly in the  eneral 
 ffi e  ho n in thi  
 hoto ra h. 

 n A ril       ordon, a  e ond  on  a   orn,  ith the home on the  a ti m 
re ord  iven a   lu  urn.  

 lu  urn,  ro    ill ,  u on in  raven,  u on  ill and  a t urn are lo ated 
to the  outh  e t of  il den,  ee the ma   elo . The Bedford and  mith family 
 onne tion  to the e mill to n  and villa e  are de  ri ed later in thi  
narrative. Kath  re  u  in  u on in  raven and lived in  il den throu h all 
her married life. 

By the time of Kath’   irth in     , the family home  a   iven a   u on in 
 raven. Thi   ould  e the  ari h name for  a ti m.   avin  loo ed at the 
     ele toral re i ter the family  ere livin  at  olmefield in  u on  ill. All 
the hou e  in  olmefield  ere  uilt  y the Bair to   for the mill  or er . 

The  hoto ra h  elo   ho   Kath  ith her  arent  and her t o older 
 rother ,  ri  and  ordon. Thi   a   ro a ly ta en durin      .  

The follo in  year on 2  t  e tem er      a  e ond dau hter, Fran e    a el, 
 a   orn. 

To ard  the end of      and the  e innin  of     , the family moved a 
 ou le of mile  into  lu  urn to live on  other dale  oad. 

Thi   hoto ra h  ould  e ome very   e ial for the family a  in Fe ruary 
    ,  hen  ri   a    year  old, Kath   and   a el   month ,  ordon died 
 uddenly, a ed  . 

A  tory  ithin the family  ive  the detail  a  follo  , John  ame home from 
 or  on ‘ e  in  Day’.  n thi  day  hildren  layed a  ame on their  arent   y 
tryin  to  ull an adult’  le .  t i  told that  ordon,  layin  the  ame,  olla  ed 
and died. The death  ertifi ate  ive  the  au e of death a   ardia  failure.  



  
 

T o year  after the death of  ordon, on the   th Fe ruary     , the family 
 a   om leted  ith the  irth of  illiam,  no n a  Bill.  e  a   iven the 
middle name,  it hie, hi  maternal  randmother’  maiden name.  

 hortly after Bill’   irth and  erha   
 e au e of it, in      the family 
moved from  other dale  oad to 
A h rove in  u on in  raven. There 
 a  a  hort  tay at  ood ine 
 o a e,  ro  hill ,  efore the final 
move to num er   A h rove. 

 o,  ith  ri , a ed  2, Kath  ,   a el   
and Bill   thi   e ame the family 
home. Kath’   arent  lived here for 
the re t of their live .  

 t i   elieved that the hou e move 
 ro a ly  oin ided  ith John 
 han in   o  .  i  move  a   to 
 u on in  raven lin ed to John 
 or in  for  ir John  or fall at  ayfield  ill in  u on in  raven. 

 n      John and Fanny had thi  
 hoto ra h ta en of   a el    , Bill 
    and Kath     .   

The  hoto ra h  a  ta en at the 
 all and  i  er   tudio, that later 
 e ame a  la e of  or  for   a el. 

 nformation  hared  y Anne Boo er, 
  a el’  dau hter, ex lained that 
Fanny had lon   eriod  in ho  ital in 
the e year  due to mental health 
i  ue .  

Fanny’   i ter,   a ella,  no n a  
Aunt Bella, loo ed after the  hildren 
at thi  time. Althou h  e  elieve 
that  he  a  al o runnin  her 
dra ery  u ine   in  u on  ill. 

By      John i  no lon er a  oo  ee er or  ler  at a  or ted fa tory in tead 
in the  en u  he  ive  hi  em loyment a  fa tory mana er in the  or ted 
  innin  indu try. The move to  ayfield  ill,  here John’  father Ben amin 
had  or ed, may al o have  een a  romotion. 

 ith the  hildren a ed  et een   and     e find that Fanny  a  not at home 
at the time of the       en u .  o ,  ary Jane  mith, Fanny’  youn e t half 
 i ter,  no n  y the name Aunt  olly,  a  livin   ith the family a  the 
hou e ee er, Aunt Bella livin  in  ain  treet,  u on  ill. 

 ne year later on the   th  ovem er    2 Fanny died at home, a ed   .  he 
died  e au e of  rea t  an er and had  een livin   ith the  ondition for t o 
year . Fanny’  older  i ter Kate had died of the  ame  ondition  even year  
 reviou ly, al o a ed   . 

T o year  after Fanny’  death      e an.  

The family  ontinued to live at   A h rove,  ith Aunt  olly   no n later a  
 ranny  olly  runnin  the hou ehold. A  a   hool  tudent Kath too   art in 
amateur dramati   erforman e .  he i   ho n here a  a  a t mem er in ‘ earl 
the fi her maid’. A   ani h o ere a,  learly  ho n  ith the num er of fan ! 
Kath  ould have en oyed the mu i ,  in in  and dan in .  

Kath i   ittin  in the front ro , third from the left. 

  A h rove,  u on in  raven 



  
 

Thi   hoto ra h  a  ta en on the   th Fe ruary     ,  hen Kath  a     
year  old.  he i  on the left  ith her friend and  ou in Fran e   lou h on the 
ri ht. 

Kath’  en oyment of the outdoor  i   hared 
throu h a  erie  of  hoto ra h  lin ed to the 
 oo erative  oliday A  o iation.  t i  li ely that 
Kath en oyed the e throu hout her late teena e 
year . 

The aim of the   A, at thi  time,  a  ‘to  rovide 
 im le and  trenuou  re reative and edu ational 
holiday   y o erin  rea ona ly  ri ed 
a  ommodation and to  romote friend hi  and 
fello  hi  amid the  eauty of the natural  orld’.  n 
many  ay  thi   um  u  ho  Kath i  often 
remem ered. 

The earlie t  hoto ra h i  dated July 2 th and    t       hen Kath  ent to 
 harfedale, a ed   . Kath i   ittin  in the front ro   ixth from the ri ht.  ine 
of her friend  have  i ned the  a    ith their addre  e . They  ame from a 
num er of the indu trial  itie  of the north of  n land;  o hdale,  iver ool, 
Bradford and  an he ter.  

The e holiday  a  eared to have had a  i nifi ant influen e on Kath, a  on e 
a mother  he en oura ed her  hildren to en oy the outdoor . The  harfedale 
 ue t  ou e  a  in  e den, near  ra  in ton, and named The Bun alo . 
Thi  rai e  the que tion  hether Kath  ave the name, The Bun alo , to the 

 mall holiday hou e  he rented ea h  ummer for her  hildren at  rin le , 
durin    2, a  it reminded her of the e ha  y time  in the outdoor .   

 he  ent on at lea t three holiday   ith   A.  a h year the num er of friend  
 i nin  the  a    of the  hoto ra h  in rea ed. A  ou le added extra note  
to their  i nature; ‘ iani t’ and ‘the  amera friend’.  nline de  ri tion  of 
the e holiday   u  e t that many a marria e re ulted. Althou h thi   a  not 
the  a e for Kath. 

The follo in  de  ri tion outline  of the ty e  of a tivitie   ein  en oyed. 

‘The  oo erative  oliday  A  o iation holiday   rovided  hea ,  im le 
a  ommodation and an itinerary of  al  ,  in in  and evenin  le ture . 
 x ert   ould in tru t on  eolo y,  ildlife and  otany.  ater,  aintin , 
 lim in  and other  ur uit   ere introdu ed. A holiday  a   u  e t to  tri t 
itinerary ho ever,  ommunal a tivitie   ere not only  rovided  ut 
 arti i ation  a  a requirement. Daily  al   of    2  mile   ere  om ul ory. 
 in  alon    ere en oura ed,  oth on the  al   and ea h evenin . An offi ial 
 on  oo   a   rodu ed.’ 

The  hoto ra h at  a e    en  a  no dou t one  u h  al   hen  tayin  at 
Ban or in  ummer   2 .   Kath i   earin  the  eret  ittin  on the ro   near 
the  entre.  



  
 

The e holiday  overla  ed  ith Kath’  time at Bin ley Trainin   olle e,  here 
 he  a  trainin  to  e ome a tea her. 

Durin  the a ademi  year of     /  , 
a ed   /2  Kath  a  livin  in  ild  all 
at the  olle e. The  olle e o ened in 
  to er     ,  et u  a  a  olle e for 
the  omen of the  e t  idin  of 
Yor  hire. 

 ‘ ne of the mo t remem ered   ee he   a   y the ne   rin i al  ho ended 
her   ee h  y  on ludin  that  he ho ed that: “ ental fre h air and mental 
 un hine  ould  e develo ed in the  tudent  throu h their a  o iation  ith 
 reen  ood  and  ur le moor  and the  i ht of a valley full of  tar  at ni ht”. 
Tho e la er  ord  and ima e  ould  e in luded in the  olle e  on         
and re eated  y  tudent  a ro   the year  to de  ri e the  eauty of the 
 olle e lo ation.’ 

The  our e la ted t o year . For Kath      a    ent in edu ation. Kath’  
tea hin  re i tration do ument indi ate  that in     , a ed 2 ,  he too  u  

the  o t of A  i tant  i tre   at  u on  ational   hool.  he  a   ro a ly 
 or in  at the   hool  hen the  ar ended. 

At the end of    , in     , the Kei hley  e   noted the follo in ; 

‘The  oundin  of  u  er  at   .  am informed the inha itant  of  ro    ill  
and di tri t on  onday that the armi ti e had  een  i ned. The mill  of 
 e  r .  oodro , at Jun tion, and  e  r . J.  .  or fall and  on   lo ed 
do n from dinner time, and  hortly after dinner  e  r  T. and  . Bair to  
 lo ed do n their lar e mill  for the re t of the day.  e  r . Bair to   to  ed 
 or  a ain on Tue day noon until Thur day mornin  in  ele ration of the 
event.’ 

 n the  ame year the family 
 ele rated the marria e of 
 ri , no  a  hief 
 u erintendent 
drau ht man, to  ar aret 
 ene han, al o an 
elementary   hool tea her. 
 erha   thi  deli htful 
 hoto ra h of three youn  
‘ i ter ’ in their hat   a  
ta en at thi  time of 
ha  ine  . 

 eft to ri ht   a el, Katharine 
and  i ter in la ,  ar aret, 
 no n a   a  ie. 

 t  a  not until the   t July 
  2  that Kath a hieved her 
full tea hin  re i tration.  he 
 ontinued tea hin  at  u on 
 ational   hool until   2 , 
mo t  ro a ly re i nin  at the end of the year  rior to her marria e in January 
  2  to Arthur Driver. A re ort of their  eddin   tate  that Kath had  een the 
 eadmi tre   of the  nfant  De artment of the  u on  ational   hool for the 
 reviou    year  i.e.  in e leavin  Bin ley  olle e in     . 

    /    ild  all, Bin ley Trainin   olle e. Kath mar ed  ith arro . 



  
 

The headtea her at  u on  ational   hool  a  Alfred  lou h, Kath’  un le  y 
hi  marria e to  ary Bedford. Kath tau ht alon  ide her  ou in, and  lo e 
friend, Fran e   lou h. Thi   hoto ra h  a  ta en in the  arden at   hool 
 ou e,  u on.  

 hile tea hin , in   2 , Kath  ne   .   en Jennin  , an art  tudent, t o 
year  youn er than Kath, althou h later to  e ome a reno ned arti t. Thi  
may have  een throu h   a el, a   .   en Jennin    a  a friend of   a el’  
fir t hu  and  uy Boo er,  oth havin   tudied to ether at  eed   olle e of 
Art. 

 n Fe ruary   2    en,  o  i ly  ome hat ton ue in  hee ,  ave Kath thi  
 en and in  ‘invoi e’. Kath  e t it  ith her  hoto ra h . A  a family  e loo ed 
at it alon  ide the  hoto ra h ,  ut never really reali ed it  detail and 
humour until year  later.  o  i ly   en had hel ed Kath  ith  ome  o   at 
the   hool. 

‘Jennings, Edgar Owen (1899-1985) was born in Skipton, Yorkshire in 1899. 
He was a painter, etcher, engraver, and illustrator and attended Skipton 
School of Art, where, under the guidance of headmaster W T Shuttleworth, 
he studied bookbinding, textile design and crafts. This was followed by Leeds 
College of Art and the Royal College of Art, where he was a silver medalist. 
He became principal of the School of Art at Tunbridge Wells, in Kent, 1934–
65, after appointments at Doncaster School of Art, 1926–8, and Leeds College 
of Art, 1928–34. Jennings was elected RWS in 1950 and RE in 1970 and 
exhibited at the Paris Salon, in New York, Melbourne and Chicago and 
participated in British Council shows in Belgium, Poland, China and the Soviet 
Union. Official purchases of his work were made by the British Museum, 
Victoria & Albert Museum, and many other British and foreign collections.’  



  
 

The   2   en u   rovide  an in i ht a  to ho  all the family, no  over the a e 
of   , are em loyed. John  a  the mana er at  ayfield  ill ,  or in  for John 
 or fall    on , mana in  the  or ted   innin  fa tory in  lu  urn.  t i  li ely 
that thi  i   here he  a   or in  in      too. Aunt  olly i   till livin   ith the 
family a  the hou e ee er. 

Kath i  tea hin ,   a el i  em loyed  y John on Brother  a  the mana ere   
of a dyer  and  leaner ’  ho  in Kei hley and Bill, al o  or in  in Kei hley, i  
an a  renti e ma hine tool fi er at  a t ood tool  or  .  ri  and  a  ie 
have not  een found in the   2   en u . At the time of their marria e  ri  
 a  a  hief en ineerin  drau ht man. 

Very  adly the follo in  year  ri   a  dia no ed  ith  toma h  an er.  e died 
 ix month  later in   to er   22, a ed 2 .  e left  a  ie  ido ed after  u t 
  year  of marria e. At the time of  ri ’  death hi  addre    a   iven a    
A h rove.  a  ie  ent onto marry  eor e  e  ter in     .  he had no 
 hildren. 

A year later in July   2 ,   a el married  rne t  uy Boo er,  no n a   uy. 
 uy, a  old mith,  ave hi  home re iden e a   e t  ynn, a  u ur  of Kin   
 ynn. The  itne  e  at the  eddin   ere all of   a el’   urvivin  immediate 
family.  

 t i   aid that it  a    a el’  youn er  rother, 
Bill, that  tarted   a el o  in art.  hen in 
Kin    ynn,  ith  uy,  he  a  learnin  
 ood or  and  ilver mithin    ill . There in 
  2 ,   a el and  uy had their dau hter, 
Anne.  

The family then moved to  he terfield, 
 here  uy tau ht art and  raft.  

Anne remem ered  tayin  at   A h rove 
 ith her  randfather, John Bedford and 
 ranny  olly.  he  ent for  al    ith her 
 randad and hi   ire haired terrier, Ti  y. 
After John died Ti  y  ent to live  ith 
Anne’  family.  

 

After at lea t    year  of marria e 
  a el and  uy   lit u  and later, in 
    ,   a el married  harle   mme .  

A   hildren the Tom Driver family en oyed Auntie   a el and  harle ’ vi it  on 
their  ay to or from  oardin  their  rui e  hi  holiday  from  outham ton. 
 e  ne    a el a  an arti t, traveller, and  hara ter.  

  a el died in     , the lon e t  urvivin   hild of John and Fanny.  

 ix month  after   a el’   eddin , on  edne day   th January   2  Kath 
married Arthur Driver.  e do not  no  ho  they met,  ut  e are intri ued 
that their home in  lm  rove,  il den  a   alled  aven  tone . The name of 
a moorland area of  u on in  raven.  e have a  eddin   hoto ra h,  u t 
the one, and the  eddin  re ort from the ne   a er.  

  

  2    a el and Anne 

        a el and Anne 



   
 

The  e t man,  room  men and  ride maid  are, from left to ri ht;  orri  
Driver   e t man , Fran e   lou h, Bill Bedford,  li a eth Driver,  arah Driver, 
Fran  Driver.  

 ver the year  the Tom Driver family have en oyed the intri ue of Arthur’  
o en toed  hoe . At time   onderin   hether thi  ha  anythin  to do  ith 
Arthur and Kath’   hared intere t in mu i  and theatri al  erforman e.  e 
have had to  on lude that it i   u t the  onfetti on hi   hoe  and   at !  

The Kei hley  e   re orted the  eddin  and in luded the follo in  detail . 

The  ride  ore a  harmin  dre   of mauve  hi on velvet and  ilver ti  ue  ut 
on  ra eful line   ith lon   leeve  and  au ht on the left hi   ith lar e  o  
of velvet and ti  ue.  ith the  o n  a   orn a  il  net veil to mat h and a 
 u  ian  oronet of violet .  he  arried a  ouquet of anemone , lilie  of the 
valley, and violet . 

The  ride maid   ere attired in dre  e  of  hi on velvet in Vi torian  tyle, 
and trimmed ru hin   of the  ame material in  hade  of  ilver  rey,  hell  in , 
and ne  re eda. They had  oronet  of  ilver ti  ue and  ilver net veil , and 

ru hed velvet mu   to mat h the  o n .  i     Driver  a  in  ilver  rey,  i   
B Driver in  hell  in , and  i    lou h in ne  re eda. 

After the  eremony a re e tion  a  held at the  lu  urn  n titute, and later 
 r and  r  Driver left for  ondon and Jer ey,  here the honeymoon i  to  e 
  ent. The  ride’  travellin  dre    a  of  la    hi on velvet,  ith loo e  ide 
 anel , trimmed  ith  rey fur.  

The e  hoto ra h   elo  of Arthur and Kath are ta en from the fir t fe  
 a e  of their family  hoto ra h al um.  t i  a  umed that the e  ere either 
ta en on their January honeymoon,  hen e the  oat   or later in the year 
 efore Tom  a   orn in  ovem er. 

To read more a out Kath’  married life and Arthur and Kath’   hildren  o to 
the  u li ation A Driver and  eatherhead Family  i tory. 

  2  

Kath  ith Tom 



   
 

 t  a  after  oth hi  dau hter  had married that Kath’  father John married 
hi   e ond  ife,  olly, on  rd De em er   2  at Kei hley  e i ter  ffi e. 

 olly  a  John’   i ter in la  and aunt to hi   hildren.  he had lived  ith John 
 in e Fanny’  illne   in     .  any year  later, hi   rand hildren, Tom and 
Ben,  ere  ur ri ed to di  over the marria e  ertifi ate a  the  hildren had 
not  no n of thi  late marria e.  n addition, they found that their o n 
 arent , Kath and Arthur, had  een the t o  itne  e , yet had never 
mentioned thi  to their  hildren.  

At the time of the marria e John  a     and  olly    year  old. The   2  
marria e a t had  han ed the la , allo in  a  oman to marry her  i ter’  
hu  and,  hi h  ould ex lain  hy John and  olly had not married  ooner.  

 n   2  John and Fanny’   on Bill  e ame a mem er of the  n titution of 
 e hani al  n ineer .  ix year  later in Au u t     , a ed 2 , he married  da 
 aria  orri , a e 2 , at Kild i    hur h. At that time Bill de  ri ed hi  
o  u ation a  en ineerin  drau ht man.  

Ten year  earlier  da  a  livin  in Kei hley and a endin    hool.  er  arent  
 ere runnin  a  or hou e there. Follo in  their marria e Bill and  da lived 
in  heffield,  here their  on John  i hael,  no n a   i e,  a   orn in    2. 

By    2 John Bedford had five  rand hildren. Thi   hoto ra h  ho   him 
holdin  Jane Driver in   2 . 

John and  olly  ould en oy  ein  at the  ea ide 
 ith their youn   rand hildren.   ere they are at 
 ore am e a fe  year  later  ith Jane. 

John  mith Bedford died on the   th  e tem er      in Vi toria  o  ital, 
a ed   , he  a  in ho  ital havin  an o eration and died of  ardia  failure. 
 e  a   uried  ith hi  fir t  ife Fanny and hi   hildren  ri  and  ordon.  

John  a  a mem er of the  nde endent  rder of Fore ter  and the  oyal 
 tain li e  od e  an he ter Unity of  ddfello  .  e held  hare  in  i ter   
 o.  td     ,  ilton  ro rietary  td      , Bu it Tam un   tate   td      , 
 entral  era   u  er  o.  td      ,  llin  orth  orri     o.  td      .  
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John Bedford  ne  five of hi   even  rand hildren. A year after hi  death, in 
    ,  oth Kath and  da  ave  irth to their la t  hild.  

Bill and  da, no  livin  in  to   ort, had  u an,  no n a   ue.  hile Kath and 
Arthur had Jeremy John,  no n a  Jerry. 

The familie   ould meet u  re ularly in 
 il den  ith Kath en oyin  the  om any of her 
Bedford ne he  and t o nie e . 

Thi   hoto ra h  ho   Kath’   on Ben  ri ht  
 ith  i e and  ue. 

To the Tom Driver family Un le Bill  a  an 
ex ert  lo   re airer in hi  retirement and 
Aunty  da  a  al ay   eautifully dre  ed  ith 
 reat  tyle.  hen out  ho  in   ith my 
mother,  heila Driver,  he  ould often quote 
 da to me, ‘Buy quality and it  ill la t’. 

Bill died in     , and  da lived to  e     year  old, dyin  in 2   . 

John’   ill made availa le the  a ital of the A h rove hou e for  olly throu h 
her lifetime and then to  e  a  ed onto John’   hildren after her death. 
Follo in  John’  death  olly moved to  orth  treet in  il den  here  he lived 
in a  o a e  elon in  to the Driver  ill . At a later date Aunt Bella moved 
into the  ame  orth  treet  o a e,  re uma ly allo in  Kath and Arthur to 
 e  u  ortive of  oth of Kath’  aunt  in their later year .  

 n the  hoto ra h  ranny  olly i   ith one of the  rand hildren,  o  i ly Ben.  

 

  a el’  dau hter Anne Boo er remem ered vi itin   ranny  olly often.  hen 
 olly died in     ,  he and   a el  ame from  he terfield to  e  ith  olly in 
 orth  treet.  n the death  ertifi ate   a el  alled her elf ‘ te  Dau hter’.  

 olly i  remem ered on her  arent ’ memorial  tone in  u on in  raven, 
rather than  ith John. 

Kath  ould often  e the ho t to  oth her o n 
and relation   hildren, a   ell a  nei h our  
and friend ’.  he  a  a  ed  ro   mem er 
and  ud ed the  hildren’  fan y dre   
 om etition  at  il den villa e event .  ee the 
 oo , A Driver and  eatherhead Family 
 i tory, for more detail . 

Kath died in     , a ed  2, follo in  a  tro e. 
 o   lea ed  he  ould  e to  no  that year  
later  da  fore round , Ann, Jane  o ert , 
vi itin  from  anada, and  heila Driver all met 
u  in the  un hine, a  Kath  ould have 
en oyed too. 

 ranny  olly, Kath, Jane and Tom Driver at  ore am e 
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Kath’  mother, Fanny,  ame from a lar e extended family  ith ten  i lin  . 
Fanny’  father  a  a  eaver, livin  in the  la  o  area.  e made a de i ion 
early in hi  married life in the mid   th  entury to move hi  family, leavin  
  otland and  oth hi  and hi   ife’  relative . The  mith  moved to Kei hley 
in  e t Yor  hire. Thi  narrative  rovide  the  torie  of Fanny’   arent , 
Jame   mith  ith Janet  it hie, her  i lin   and the relative  from Jame  
 mith’   e ond marria e to Jane Bo omley.  n e in Kei hley the family 
mainly moved  hort di tan e  lo ally to live to the  e t of |Kei hley in the 
 teeton and  u on in  raven area. 

Jame   mith  a   orn in   2  
in  ai ley,  enfre  hire, 
  otland.  e lived there until he 
married Janet  it hie in      in 
Barony,  anar . At thi  time 
Jame , a ed 2 ,  a  a 
handloom  eaver of  o on.  
Janet  a  2  year  old. 

 t  a  in  alton in  anar  hire 
that the fir t of their  even 
 hildren  ere  orn, David in 
   2.  e ond  on, Andre  
 it hie,  orn in  ai ley, 
follo ed a year later in     . By 
the time  illiam         and 
 atherine,  alled Kate,         
 ere  orn the family had 
moved to Brid eton.  alton and Brid eton are very  entral  ithin  la  o  
and are lo ated  lo e to the  iver  lyde. 

 t  a   et een      and      that Jame  and Janet moved their family of 
four  hildren from  la  o  to Kei hley in  e t Yor  hire. Jame  had a  e ted 
a  o ition  ith  raven  manufa turer  in Kei hley. Jame   a  em loyed in 
 la  o  a  a handloom  eaver of  ai ley  ha l .  raven   ere ex andin  
into the  eavin  of fan y  loth and had  et u   o er loom  for the  ame  ind 
of  or .  a in  thi  move Jame   a  a le to ta e u  the  o ition of  or ted 

 a ern  eaver.  or ted  ool  ame from lo land  hee  and  a  u ed to 
ma e  loth for  lothin .  

 ivin  at 2   alvern  la e,  a t ood, Kei hley the family  ere next door to 
other  eaver  from  oth  reland and   otland.  e do not  no  at  hat  oint 
Jame   a   alled Jimmy,  ut it i  li ely that hi  full ni  name, Jimmy   o y, 
may have  een in u e at thi  time in Kei hley. 

The fir t  hild to  e  orn to Janet and Jimmy in Kei hley  a  their fourth  on, 
Jame ,  orn in     .Three year  later   a ella  no n a  Bella,  a   orn in the 
 on   ee di tri t, a   a  dau hter Fran e ,  no n a  Fanny,  hen  he  a  
 orn in     .  

 n the       Jimmy moved to  or  for  la ham and   erry at  lu  urn. 
Jimmy  a  no   oth a de i ner and mana er.  

A out ei ht year  after the move from   otland, and havin  moved a li le 
further a ay from Kei hley in  lu  urn, Janet died in     .  he  a     year  
old,  ith her youn e t  hild, Fanny,  u t t o year  old.  er death  a   au ed 
 y  hroni  enteriti , inflammation of the  mall inte tine.  Thi  left Jimmy  ith 
 even  hildren to  are for, a ed  et een 2 and    year . At the time of Janet’  
death Jimmy de  ri ed hi  em loyment a  a  a ern  eaver. 

The follo in  year,     , Jimmy married Jane Bo omley in Kild i  . Jane, a 
 or ted  o er loom  eaver,  a     year  old and Jimmy   . They had their 
fir t  hild, John Bo omley, in     .  t a  ear  that the family moved a ain to 
live in  ro  hill , livin  on  ain  treet.  n the       en u  Jimmy  ive  hi  
o  u ation a  de i ner,  hi h  u  e t that he had  ome re  on i ility  ithin 
the  eavin  trade.  

By no  hi   on  Andre  and  illiam  ere  or in  in the  eavin  indu try 
too. Andre  a  a  eft man and  illiam a  a t i ter. An arti le  ri en in the 
      tell  ho   illiam  tarted in the  eavin  trade at the a e of  , a  a half 
timer, in Kei hley then moved to  lu  urn a  a Do er,  or in  for  ir John 
 or fall   ee the Bedford family  and then moved to  la ham and   erry, al o 
in  lu  urn.  

 o ever, David  a  no lon er livin   ith the family. Family note   ay that he 
di a  eared.  ear he  have  een una le to find any tra e of David after     . 

The follo in  year,    2,  li a eth,  no n a   i  ie,  a   orn and  ary Jane, 
 no n a   olly,  a   orn five year  later in     . Jimmy de  ri ed him elf, on 



   
 

 olly’   irth  ertifi ate, a  a Fan y Dre   De i ner. Fan y  ood   a  the name 
 iven to more  om lex  eavin   tyle  and loom ,  u  e tin   reater 
ex erien e and   ill  a  required to  e em loyed in thi  field.  olly  a   orn 
in  alifax in  oor ate  treet,  ten oat.  he  a  not  a ti ed until      at 
 u on in  raven,  hen the family  ere  ho n to  e livin  in  a t urn. There 
i  no ex lanation for  hy the family  ere in  alifax at thi  time. 

By     , a ed   , Jimmy’  family  a   om lete.  t  a  at thi  time that 
Jimmy’  older  hildren  tarted to marry.  illiam  a  the fir t to marry, in 
    , to Dinah  il in on. 

Durin  the       Andre   oined the army. Thi   areer led to him leavin  
 ro  hill  and ta in   art in many international  am ai n . 

Andre  fou ht in the         Af han  am ai n.  e re i tered at the 
Freema on  imalaya  od e in       hen he  a  a  oldier livin  in 
 a al indi.  e fou ht in  oth the Boer  ar and    .  

By the time of the       en u  Jimmy  a  unem loyed a  a de i ner. The 
family had moved a ay from  ro  hill  and  ere livin  a  hort di tan e a ay 
at 2    i ton  oad,  teeton  um  a t urn.  o ever, money  a   omin  into 
the hou ehold a   on Jame   a   or in  a  a tea her, a  i tant ma ter and 
Kate, Bella and Fanny all had  o   a   eaver .   

 re uma ly  hen Jame  married Jane   en er in     , he left home.  f Jimmy 
remained unem loyed, he and Jane  ould have relied on the in ome 
 rovided  y their dau hter . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  hoto ra h  elo  i  la elled  ithout a date, and  ith the only man 
named a  Andre . The a e of the  i lin    ould  u  e t that the  hoto ra h 
 a  ta en in the late      .  f thi  i  the  a e  erha   the youn  man i  in fa t 
the  i ter ’  rother John. 

 eft to ri ht,  a   ro    Kate,  olly, Bella.  
 eft to ri ht, front ro     i  ie, Andre , Fanny. 



   
 

By     , the year that Fanny married John  mith Bedford, Jimmy had retired. 
The  en u   ho   that the family  ere livin  at     i ton  oad,  teeton  ith 
 a t urn. Tho e of hi   hildren livin  at home  ere  or in  in the  eavin  
trade. Kate and  olly a   loth mender , Bella and  i  ie a   loth  eaver , John 
a  ear  to  e follo in  in hi  father’  foot te    or in  a  an a  i tant 
de i ner. Fanny, althou h not yet married  a  not at home on  en u  ni ht, 
 he  a  vi itin  her  rother  illiam in  reat  ar den, near  el on, 
 an a hire.  

Jame  and Jane  ere livin  near  y in  orton near  iddle den, Kei hley. 
Jame   a  a   hool ma ter.  n      a ne    hool  a   uilt at  orton a  the 
 reviou    hool  a  too  mall.  erha   he and Jane moved to ta e a  o ition 
in the ne    hool. 

By       illiam and Dinah had  rovided Jimmy  ith five  rand hildren and 
Jame  and Jane a further five. The fir t  randdau hter  in  oth familie   ere 
named, Janet,  o  i ly after their de ea ed  randmother. 

 ith Fanny marryin  John Bedford in the  ame year,  he and her  rother  
 illiam and Jame   rovided nine more  rand hildren  efore the end of the 
     .   am  ure that the aunt ; Kate, Bella,  i  ie and  olly, all en oyed their 
time  ith their    nie e  and ne he  . 

There  ere more  rand hildren to arrive in the early      . 

A  the        ame to an end and after 2  year  of marria e, Jane died on 2 th 
De em er      at     ain  treet  a t urn, at the a e of   .    e ially  ad 
for her  hildren,  ho  ere all under     hen their mother died,  ith  olly 
 u t 2  year  old. John, had married Janet Anne John tone earlier that year. 
 e  a   re ent at hi  mother’  death and  ave hi  addre   a  22  a tfield 
 la e,  u on  ill.   i  ie  ould marry Tom Bo omley, unrelated to Jane, in 
    . Jane  ne  none of her o n  rand hildren. 

 n the follo in   a e are t o  hoto ra h   ho in  the  eddin  of  i  ie 
and Tom in     ,  re uma ly in  a t urn. 

 

 

 

 

There  ere no name  for the e  oy , 

 ut  e ima ine that they  ould  e 

 ome of  i  ie’  ne he  .  o  i ly 

• T o year old  illiam 
  arent   illiam   Dinah  mith . 

• Four year old  ordon  
  arent  Fanny   John Bedford . 

• Four year old Jame  
  arent  Jame    Jane  mith . 

•  ix year old Andre  
  arent  Jame  and Jane  mith .  

•  even year old  ri  
  arent  Fanny   John Bedford . 



   
 

 ithin t o year  of Jane dyin  Jimmy moved to live  ith hi  dau hter,  i  ie 
and her hu  and Thoma  Bo omley in  u on  ill. Thi  meant a  han e for 
Kate, Bella and  olly too. Kate and Bella moved in  ith ea h in a di erent 
 ro erty in  u on  ill.  ary Jane, a ed 2 , a  ear  to  e livin   ith an aunt 
from the other  ide of the family at 2  u on  oad,  ro  hill .  er em loyment 
 ein   ho n a   or ted  eaver.  

 ith the arrival of the 2 th  entury Jimmy  e ame a  randfather five more 
time ,  rin in  the total  rand hildren  orn to 2 . Althou h  ome died in 
infan y, in ludin   ordon at the a e of five.  ne more  randdau hter  a  
 orn in     , after Jimmy’  death. 

 n     , Jimmy died, a ed   .  e i  remem ered alon  ide Janet and Jane in 
the  hur h yard at  u on in  raven.  i  youn e t dau hter,  olly, i  al o 
named.  

To  om lete the narrative of the  mith family a fe  additional note  are  iven 
a out ea h of Jimmy’   hildren. 

D v              2   ote  made  y Tom Driver in the       from di  u  ion  
 ith hi  aunt  tate that David di a  eared, unfortunately  e have no more 
information. 

A    w R                     married  oui a Diana  o land  in    2. 
 oui a,  no n a   o  y  a  2  and from  hyl. At the time of the  eddin  in 
 u on in  raven, Andre , a ed   ,  a  a  ieutenant and  uarterma ter in 
the   t  u ol   e iment.  e fou ht in the Boer  ar, and later in life  a  a 
military le turer. 

Andre  and  o  y had their only  hild, Vi tor  it hie, in      in  ly, 
 am rid e hire.  o ever, the family had moved to  u on in  urrey  y the 
time of the       en u . At that time Andre  held the ran  of ma or.  n    2 
the family moved to Der y  e au e Andre   a  an offi ial of the  ational 
 ervi e  ea ue. The  ea ue advo ated the introdu tion of four year  of 
 om ul ory military trainin  for men a ed  et een ei hteen and thirty, for 
the  ur o e of home defen e. The movement  a  fo tered  y the fear and 

 en e of failure re ultin  from the Boer  ar.  

By   2  the family lived at 2   U oxeter  oad in Der y,  here Vi tor  a  an 
ele tri al en ineer.  o ever, on the day of the  en u  Andre   a  livin  in a 
 oardin  hou e,    and     ei e ter  quare,  ondon,  hile  or in  at 2   ley 
 la e in  ol orn.  t  a  in   2  that the  ea ue  a   ound u . 

Vi tor married Dori   ellie Ford and lived in  roft  ou e, Findern in  outh 
Der y hire. They had three  hildren;  ionel, Dere  and a dau hter.  

Follo in   o  y’  death in      Andre  moved to live  ith hi   on and 
dau hter in la .  e died there four year  later in     , a ed   . At hi  funeral 
hi   offin  a  dra ed  ith the Union Ja  . 

W ll                  married Dinah  il in on, in  o ley, on  hri tma   ve 
    . At thi  time  illiam  a  an overloo er  or in  in a Kei hley  ill. Dinah 
 a  a  eaver, and  a   till  or in  at the time of the       en u , livin  in 
 a t urn  um  teeton  ith their t o  on , Al ert         and Andre        . 
Therefore, livin   lo e to  illiam’  father and  i lin  .   

They moved from Kei hley to  reat  ar den  y the early      , no   ith 
Thoma        , Janet  it hie        and  atherine       . By     , livin  in 



   
 

 eonard  treet,  el on, t o more  hildren had  een  orn. Fran e      2  and 
 illiam         ere  orn at the  ame time a  t o of their Bedford  ou in  in 
 u on in  raven.  

The       en u   ho   that in total  illiam and Dinah had    hildren, the 
name of the ei hth  hild that died i  not  no n. 

 illiam  a  no  a mana er of a  o on mill. Family note   u  e t that thi  
mill  a  in  el on. By   2   illiam and Dinah  ere livin   ith their  on, 
Andre ,  ho  a   ido ed, follo in  the death of hi   ife,   a ella. Andre , 
an Alderman,  a   hair of the edu ation  ommi ee and a Ju ti e of the 
 ea e.   e had  een  ayor of  ar den. 

The  u ine    here  oth  illiam and Andre   or ed  a   lover  ill  in 
 el on. Their em loyer  ein  B Banni ter   il in on  o on  anufa turer . 
 illiam retired a  mana er of thi   om any at the a e of   , never havin  
 een out of  or  throu hout hi   or in  life.  

 illiam  a  an a tive mem er of the  ethodi t  hur h, ta in  on the role  
of  rea her and  unday   hool  u erintendent.  n retirement he en oyed 
 al in  and  ith a  rou  of friend   ould  al  to a farm at Foulrid e and 
there  ould hold ‘ arliamentary de ate ’ on  urrent to i   and event . 

Tom Driver’  note   ive the follo in  detail . Al ert married  olly. Janet 
 it hie married Ale   te art, a  o t offi e in  e tor.  atherine married a  r 
 y roft and Fran e ,  no n a  Ki y, married Fred  ra reave .  on  illiam 
died in      ervin   ith the  a t  an a hire re iment. 

 illiam and Dinah  ele rated their  olden  eddin  Anniver ary in     . An 
a  ount of their live   a   rinted in The  eader.  t  ontained mu h 
information a out  illiam’  father’  early life that ha   een u ed in thi  
narrative. At thi  time, they  ere livin   ith their dau hter Janet  te art. The 
re ort note  that they had nine  rand hildren and one  reat  rand hild. 

 illiam died the follo in  year and Dinah died in     .  

C                        no n a  Kate lived  ith her father and  te  mother 
 or in  a  a  loth mender. After Jimmy moved to live  ith  i  ie and Tom 
Bo omley Kate moved from  teeton  ith  a t urn to  u on  ill.   n the      
 en u   he  a  the head of the hou ehold at 22  ordon  treet,  u on  ill. 
A ed  2  he  a  a  inder and  eaver. Bella, a ed   ,  a  livin   ith her  i ter 

and em loyed a  a  eaver. They al o  hared the hou e  ith a  oarder,    
year old retired  eavin  mana er, John  er y.  

The follo in  year Kate  a  dia no ed  ith  rea t  an er.  he lived for 
another three year  dyin  in  ar h     , a ed   , in a hou e on  ain  treet 
in  u on  ill.  t i   no n that  i ter Bella lived in  ain  treet in the      
 en u e ,  o the fa t that Kate died there  u  e t  that  he and Bella had 
moved there  y     .  

At the time of her death Kate  a  de  ri ed a  a dra er, the  ame  rofe  ion 
that Bella  ave in her       en u  return.  t i   o  i le that follo in  Jimmy’  
move to  u on  ill Kate and Bella  et u  their o n Dra er’   u ine  . 

At the time of her death her youn er half  rother, John,  a   ith Kate.  he 
 a   uried on   th  ar h in  u on in  raven.  oin identally, her  urial 
re ord i  immediately  elo  that of her father,  uried on 2 th Fe ruary, al o 
in     . 

 t i   elieved that thi   hoto ra h may  ho  John  er y, Bella and Kate. 

 

 



   
 

                     a  an elementary   hoolma ter.  nitially he  a  a 

 u il tea her and then   hool ma ter at  u on  ational   hool.   t i  mo t 

li ely that Jame   ould have  no n Ben amin Bedford’  dau hter , and  on 

in la , Alfred  lou h.  ore detail  are  iven in the Bedford narrative. 

Jame  married Jane   en er in      and li e hi  older  rother they too had 
ei ht  hildren.  

T o year  after marryin  Jame   a  
made  eadma ter of  iddle den 
 hur h of  n land   hool. A  o t he 
held for    year .  iddle den  a  to 
 e Jame  and Jane’  home 
throu hout their live . All their 
 hildren  ere  orn there. 

U in  Tom Driver’  note  and the 
      en u   e  no  the follo in . 
Janet        ,  e ame a tea her 
and married Arthur Bra e ell, an 
ar hite t and  urveyor. John 
       , al o trained a  an 
elementary tea her. At the time of 
hi  marria e to  li a eth Bra e ell 
he  a  a  ie e  or   ler  livin  in 
Barro  in Furne  . Alexander  Ale   
         a  a  loth fini her in the 
ma in  u  de artment and married 
Annie  aud  ud on and, a  ordin  to Tom,  a  a fur tra  er!  

By   2  Alexander  a   or in  a  a tailor,  arold,  no n a   arry,         
 e ame an en ineer and  veline        , a   hool tea her, married a  r 
 ay o  . Andre   it hie,  e ame an a  ount   ler , he died a ed 22, at home 
from tu er ulo i      2      . Jame  Dou la           a  an a  renti e to 
a ro e and t ine mer hant in      and  annot  e found in the   2   en u . 
 o ever, in      he i  a  arehou eman and  a  en er  ailin  from  anada 
to the UK.  ary   en er         died, a ed   , at home,  ut  hile  tudyin  
at  olle e.  he died four month  after her  rother of tu er ulo  menin iti , 
after a    day illne  .  

 arry fou ht in      ith the  e t  idin   e iment.  e  i ned u  on 
  to er      and  a  in Fran e  y A ril of the follo in  year.  ne re ort in 
the lo al  a er tell  ho  he,  rivate  mith,   on the  ilitary  edal in      
for hi   art in ree ta li hin  tele ommuni ation   hile under heavy  hell fire, 
even thou h thi   a  not an a  e t of hi  role.  

By      Jame  and Jane are livin   ith their dau hter, Janet Bra e ell and 
her family at  illo  Ban  in  iddle den.  

Jame   a  a very a tive mem er of  o iety, a  orton  ari h  oun illor, 
li rarian of the  iddle don  ar  emorial  n titute that he had a tively 
 u  orted  ein  develo ed. At the  hur h he had  een  hur h  arden, 
 ide man and  unday   hool tea her. From     ,  hortly after ta in  u  the 
 o t of  eadma ter, he too  on the role of the  hur h  hoirma ter.  e held 
thi  role for    year ,  te  in  do n in     , a ed   . 

Jame  died at  illo  Ban   ou e in  iddle den in     ,  ut it ha  not  een 
 o  i le to  onfirm the date of death for Jane, althou h it i   elieved to  e 
    .  

I  b ll           a   no n in the family a  Aunt Bella. At the end of the 
     , after Bella’  father, Jimmy,  a   ido ed he moved to live  ith hi  
dau hter  i  ie. Thi  meant that Kate and Bella,  oth  in le need to find 
 ome here to live. A  mentioned a ove in  i ter Kate’  narrative in      they 
 ere livin  in  ordon  treet,  u on  ill. Bella, a ed   ,  a  a  eaver.  

 e have family note   u  e tin  that Bella lived  ith John  er y, a retired  ill 
mana er.   avin   ear hed the  en u  re ord  it a  ear  that thi   a  in     , 
 ee Kate’  narrative a ove.  

 avin  found Kate’  death re ord it i   no n that Bella and Kate had moved 
to  ain  treet,  u on  ill,  y     .  n     , Bella  a   harin  the hou e  ith 
 arah Flet her Bo omley, the  i ter of Bella’   rother in la  Tom Dearden 
Bo omley. 

 n   2 , a ed   , Bella  a  livin  alone at     ain  treet in  u on  ill, 
em loyed a  a retail dra er.  n      Bella’  addre    a   till  ain  treet, it 
 a   ho n a   ein  in  a t urn.  

 t i  di a  ointin  that there i  mu h le    ri en a out Kate and Bella, 
e  e ially  om ared  ith their  rother , yet they  et u  a  u ine   in  u on 
to move them  elve  a ay from  or in  in the mill . Bella in  arti ular loo ed 



   
 

after her youn er  i ter , Kate and Fanny,  hen they  ere ill  ith  rea t 
 an er.  he al o  rovided mu h  are for Fanny’   hildren in the early year  
 efore  olly  a  old enou h to ta e on thi  role.  

There are t o item  that  ho  ho  im ortant family  a  to Bella throu hout 
her life. A  o t ard  ri en  y her nie e   a el to Bella’   i ter  olly and an 
extra t from Bella’   ill  here all her  urvivin  ne he   and nie e  are 
named. 

Thi   o t ard  ho   Bella,  ith her nie e,   a el Boo er nee Bedford, and 
 reat nie e, Anne Boo er.  t  a   ent in the early        y   a el Boo er to 
 ranny  olly ie Bella’  half  i ter.  

The me  a e on the  a   read  … 

‘ unday evenin  

Dear  ranny  , 

You  ill  ee that  e are mana in  a  e ond  ee  after all –  uy  ent on my 
la t  ee ’  hou e ee in  money  ith a li le more to it  o  e are mana in  
a quiet  ee  on that. Boardin  meal  thi   ee  of  our e and  r  
 ummer hill only  har in   /  a ni ht for the 2 of u .  e are at  re ent the 
only t o in the hou e thou h    elieve  he i  ex e tin   ome of her 
hu  and’  relative  on  onday. The  eather i  mu h  ooler  ut the  ea i  
lovely.  o far the  ul  of the  tay ha   een all ri ht.   do  i h you  ould have 
mana ed a  ee   ith u   ut    no  ho  you feel. Aunt Bella  ent home 
ye terday  he had  ot a  it of a  old in her  he t  ut had  ained 2l   in 
 ei ht.  oodne    no    hat  ’ve  ained. Do you li e the  hoto? 

 ot  of love to you –  i  e  from Anne.   ’ 

 

After her youn er half  i ter  olly died in      Bella, in her    , moved from 
 u on  ill to  il den.  he lived in the  ame  orth  treet  o a e, o ned  y 
Driver  ill , that had  een u ed  y  olly. Bella  a  no   lo er to her nie e, 
Kath Driver,  ho  ould  e a le to hel  out  hen needed. 

Bella lived throu h  oth  ar , ex erien ed a num er of family death  a   ell 
a   ele ration .  he died in  il den in     , a ed   .  

The  urial re ord  ho   her livin  at    orth  treet in  il den, althou h  he 
 a   uried in  u on in  raven.  

Bella’  e tate  a   hared equally  et een her     urvivin  nie e  and 
ne he  . A  o y of thi  do ument i   iven on the follo in   a e remindin  
u  of the  i e of the  mith family.  

 n total Bella en oyed the  om any of 2  ne he   and nie e ,  he 
ex erien ed the death  of  even youn   hildren, and the di a  earan e of 
one.  
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                      no n a  Fanny,  orn in Kei hley, married John  mith 
Bedford and i  narrated a   art of the main narrative.  

 

The narrative  of Jimmy’   hildren  ith Jane Bo omley are  iven on the 
follo in   a e .  
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       tt  l           the fir t of Jimmy and Jane Bo omley’   hildren 
married Janet Anne John tone in      at Kild i  .  t a  ear  that John no 
lon er had am ition  to  e ome a de i ner, li e hi  father.  n tead, a ed 2 , 
John  a  a  ommer ial traveller,  hen he married Janet, a ed   . Janet had 
 een livin  in Kei hley at the time of the marria e.  ne of the  itne  e  at 
their  eddin   a  Thoma  Dearden Bo omley,  ho t o year  later  ould 
 e ome John’   rother in la .  

 n      John and Janet  ere livin  at 22  a tfield  la e in  u on  ill. Tom 
Driver’  note   tate that he  a  a  ool  uyer for  a he   ill  in  a t urn, 
the  ame  om any that Tom Bo omley  or ed for,  u  e tin  that John and 
Tom  ere friend .  At thi  time Jimmy  a   lo e  y, livin   ith John’   i ter, 
 i  ie. Al o near y  ere John’  half  i ter , Bella and Kate.  

By      John and Janet had moved to  t Andre ’  Terra e in  ro  hill .  John 
 a   ith Kate  hen  he died. At the time of the   2   en u  the  ou le  till 
lived at the  ame addre   and John  a   or in  for  .A.  a he      o at 
 a t urn  ill,  ro  hill  a  a traveller. John and Janet had no  hildren. John 
died in     , a ed   . Janet died in Fri in hall in     . 

Very  adly,  hen re ear hin  John and Janet’  death date , the follo in  
arti le  a  found in the Yor  hire  venin   o t Friday  2th July     ,  ho in  
the  han in  fortune of  loth manufa ture and  en ion un ertainty. 

LOST HIS JOB 
Suicide Verdict on Former Cloth Salesman 

“Suicide while temporarily insane” was the verdict recorded at an inquest at 
Bradford to-day on John Bottomley Smith (65), formerly a cloth 
manufacturer’s salesman, of Aireville Road, Frizinghall, who was found dead 
from throat wounds at his home on Wednesday morning. 

The widow said her husband was employed by Messrs E. A. Matthews& Co., 
cloth manufacturers, Crosshills, near Keighley, as a salesman for 48 years. In 
March last the firm reduced the staff, dispensing with his services. His 
employer and employer’s son each gave him £100, and there was also some 
mention that if the business showed an indication of becoming brighter he 
would receive something further. After losing his job he began to fail in 
health and was depressed. 

Mr P. M. Crowther, a solicitor representing the firm said he understood that 
for a number of years before Smith’s dismissal his job had actually ceased, 

but he was retained in order that he could do various little jobs. If business 
brightened the firm contemplated giving him a pension of £100 a year. 

El z b         2   a   no n a   i  ie.  n       he married Thoma  Dearden 
Bo omley,  no n a  Tom, a  a hier at  a he    ill     o in  a t urn and 
friend of her  rother, John. Thi   a  the year after her mother died. The 
 hoto ra h  ta en on their  eddin  day are  ho n in the Jimmy  mith 
narrative. 

Tom ’ father  a  a  lum er,  la ier and  ainter livin  in  ain  treet, 
 ro  hill . By      he  a   ido ed and hi   i ter,  li a eth, lived in the hou e 
to hel   rin  u  the three  hildren, of  hi h Thoma  Dearden  a  the middle 
 hild. The year  efore thi   en u  Tom’  father, Thoma  Bo omley, a ed   , 
 ainted the free e  ehind the altar on the  a t  all of Bolton  riory  hur h 
at Bolton A  ey.  

‘The church was built in 1877 to replace 
the old wall erected in 1539 at the 
dissolution of the monasteries. It was 
decorated three years later by Thomas, 
a local artist and craftsman. His 
signature and that of his assistant, R H 
Greenwood, have been found among 
the foliage. Rowland Greenwood, aged 
33, lived at Junction in Crosshills with his 
family and was a painter by trade. There 
was a time that the wall painting was 
covered with a tapestry curtain as for 
some the symbolism was not to their 
taste!’ 

 i  ie may have  no n Tom from her 
time livin  in  ro  hill  or  he may have 
met throu h her  rother, John or  een a 
friend  ith Tom’   i ter.  learly it  a  a very  ele ratory  eddin   ith 
 hoto ra h   ein  ta en on 2  t June.  erha   the fa hion of the day  a  
enhan ed a   oth father  en oyed  ivin  their  rofe  ion  on the marria e 
re ord a  de i ner ; De i ner of  loth  Jame   mith  and De orator De i ner 
 Thoma  Bo omley . The  eddin  too   la e in  t Andre ’   hur h in  u on 
in  raven. Tom’   i ter,  arah Flet her Bo omley,  a  a  itne   at the 
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 eddin . Thi  i  the  ame  arah  ho, after her father’  death, lived  ith Bella 
 mith at     ain  treet in     .  he i  li ted a  a  oarder, and  or ed at the 
 ame mill a  her  rother,  o  erha    i  ie  ut her in tou h  ith half  i ter 
Bella.  i  ie’  mother, Jane had di erent  arent  than Tom’  father Thoma . 

 n      Tom  a   or in  a  a  a hier at  u on  ill. The  ou le  tarted 
married life  ith  i  ie’  father livin   ith them at     a tfield  la e,  u on 
 ill. Their fir t  hild  arry  a   u t    month  old in the       en u .  

By     , follo in  Jimmy’  death in     ,  i  ie and Tom lived at    unny Ban  
Villa  in  lu  urn,  ith their three  hildren,  arry, John and  hylli . Thi   a  
a terra ed hou e, o ned  y the  ayfield  ill o ner  ir John  or fall. 

 arry         at the a e of     a   or in  in the  o on mill .  ater he  erved 
a  a  rivate in the army durin     .  n   2 , he  a  returnin  from  eerut, 
 ndia. At the time of hi  marria e in   2  he  a  a  ommer ial traveller.  e 
married Beatri e  thel  he ter in Bin ley, they  ere  oth 2  year  old. Tom 
Driver’  note  from hi  aunt  tate  that  arry di a  eared the day after John 
Bedford’  funeral       .  t i   aid that John Bedford, the hu  and of  arry’  
aunt  Fanny and  olly, may have lent  arry money.  t ha  not  een  o  i le 
to find  arry in later re ord . Bella’   ill indi ated that hi   herea out   a  

 till un no n in     . The  ill retained in tru t one  eventeenth of the e tate 
for mi  in   enefi iary  arry Bo omley. 

 n      Beatri e  a  livin  in  a  Villa , Bradford, married, not  ido ed, and 
 or in  a  a  onfe tionary  u er and e   mer hant on her o n a  ount. 
 arry i  not at the  ro erty.  t i   elieved that Beatri e died in  orthallerton 
in De em er     .  

 i  ie and Tom’   e ond  on, John      2 ,  no n a  Ja  ,  a     and livin  
at home in   2   ith hi   arent  at    unny an  Villa .  e  a  a  art time 
a  renti e ma hine tool fi er,  or in  for John  und at  a t urn Foundry in 
 ro  hill . Ja    a   reat friend   ith hi  
half  ou in  illiam Bedford. 

Ja   married Annie  a  on,  oth a ed 2 , 
in   2 . The follo in  year they had a 
dau hter,  atri ia. By      Ja    a  the 
foreman at a ma hine tool fi er. The 
family  ere no  livin  in Bri hou e. 

Ja   died  efore     ,  o  i ly     . 
 ido ed Annie married  e inald  alter 
 aton,  no n to the family a   alter, in 
    . 

Ja  ’  dau hter,  atri ia married John  u  , and they had four  hildren; 
 hri to her, Jonathan, Andre  and  illiam.  atri ia  e ame the  ayor of 
Devi e . 

 i  ie and Tom’  third  hild,  hylli          died in     ,  hortly  efore her 
fourth  irthday, from menin iti .  n e a ain, a rea on for a  hoto ra h  ein  
 e t  arefully over the year . 

 i  ie and Tom  ontinued livin  at the  ame addre   in  lu  urn,  ith Tom 
 or in  a  a  a hier, in     .  t  a  here that  i  ie died in     , a ed   . 
Althou h Tom died in Bri tol in     , a ed   , hi   remated remain   ere 
 uried at  u on in  raven,  re uma ly  ith  i  ie. 

M                ,  no n a   olly, the half  i ter of Fanny married John 
Bedford and i  narrated a   art of the main narrative. 

  


